
Luke 10:25-37 

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what 

must I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in 

the law? What do you read there?” He answered, “You shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 

all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as 

yourself.” And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do 

this, and you will live.” But wanting to justify himself, he asked 

Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going 

down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, 

who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half 

dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when 

he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, 

when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other 

side. But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he 

saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his 

wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on 

his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The 

next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and 

said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you 

whatever more you spend.’ Which of these three, do you think, was 

a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” He 

said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and 

do likewise.” 

James 1:17-27 

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, 

coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 

variation or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of his own purpose 

he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a 

kind of first fruits of his creatures. 

You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to 

listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; for your anger does not 

produce God’s righteousness. Therefore rid yourselves of all 

sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with 

meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your 



souls. But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who 

deceive themselves. For if any are hearers of the word and not 

doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for 

they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget 

what they were like. But those who look into the perfect law, the 

law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but 

doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing. If any think they 

are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their 

hearts, their religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled 

before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in 

their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 

 


