
Psalm 17 

Hear a just cause, O LORD; attend to my cry; give ear to my prayer 

from lips free of deceit. 

From you let my vindication come; let your eyes see the right. 

If you try my heart, if you visit me by night, if you test me, you will 

find no wickedness in me; my mouth does not transgress. 

As for what others do, by the word of your lips I have avoided the 

ways of the violent. 

My steps have held fast to your paths; my feet have not slipped. 

I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God; incline your ear to 

me, hear my words. 

Wondrously show your steadfast love, O savior of those who seek 

refuge from their adversaries at your right hand. 

Guard me as the apple of the eye; hide me in the shadow of your 

wings, 

from the wicked who despoil me, my deadly enemies who surround 

me. 

They close their hearts to pity; with their mouths they speak 

arrogantly. 

They track me down; now they surround me; they set their eyes to 

cast me to the ground. 

They are like a lion eager to tear, like a young lion lurking in 

ambush. 

Rise up, O LORD, confront them, overthrow them! By your sword 

deliver my life from the wicked, 



from mortals—by your hand, O LORD— from mortals whose portion 

in life is in this world. May their bellies be filled with what you have 

stored up for them; may their children have more than enough; 

may they leave something over to their little ones. 

As for me, I shall behold your face in righteousness; when I awake I 

shall be satisfied, beholding your likeness. 

Matthew 4:1-11 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 

tempted by the devil. He fasted forty days and forty nights, and 

afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said to him, “If 

you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of 

bread.” But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread 

alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” Then 

the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of 

the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw 

yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command his angels 

concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that 

you will not dash your foot against a stone.’”Jesus said to him, 

“Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 

test.’” Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and 

showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor; and 

he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and 

worship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is 

written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’” Then the 

devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

 


