
2 Corinthians 4:1-12 

Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this 

ministry, we do not lose heart. We have renounced the shameful 

things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify 

God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend 

ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God. And 

even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 

perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds 

of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel 

of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not 

proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves 

as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let light 

shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light 

of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But 

we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that 

this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from 

us. 

We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 

driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but 

not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so 

that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. For 

while we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ 

sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal 

flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in you. 

Mark 1:14-20 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the 

good news of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the 

kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 

news.” As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 

his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were 

fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you 

fish for people.” And immediately they left their nets and followed 

him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and 

his brother John, who were in their boat mending the 



nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their father 

Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 

 


